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Iraq Admits Faw
Is Tough to Retake

Marshy Terrain Slows Advance on Iranians .
) ‘ , ‘ Today, Rashid hedged on those
By Loren Jenkins earlier predictions. .He refused to
- ) o say how far his forces were from
wmumpa.nﬁmmsmm,e — Faw or to make any new predic-
BASRA, Iraq, Feb. 24—A key tions about how long it might take
field commander in the Iraqi coun- to recapture it.
terattack against Trapian "troops Rashid said that before the Iran-
holding the southetn tip of Iraq’s ians could be pushed out of Faw,
Faw. Peninsula on the Persian Gulf their positions north of the town
today backed off earlier predictions would have to be destroyed and
of a quick victory, admitting that their supply line—bringing men and

v

the waterlogged terrain of salt ammunition by boat and pontoon

marshes and flooded plains made bridge from Iran across the Shatt al

for “slow and difficult going.” Arab—would have to be inter-
Lt. Gen. Maher Abdel Rashid, rupted.

commander of Iraq’s 3rd Army Since Iranian shelling began in

Corps, told reporters visiting his the first weeks of the war, Faw has
field headquarters 30 miles south of been virtually abandoned by its for-

here that he was no longer pre- mer residents. Until Iran’s amphib-
pared to predict when his troops ious and helicopter-borne assault
would retake Faw, the oil terminal two weeks ago, it was occupied only
town that Iran captured in a sur- by troops from Iraq's 7th Army
prise amphibious assault Feb. 9. Corps, which was badly mauled in

Rashid was pulled off his normal the attack and has had to be rein-
front north of this port city last forced by troops from Baghdad and

week to lead one of three counter- some of Rashid’s for the counter-

attacking Iraqi columns.moving to- attack.

ward Faw. Western _intelligence  sources,
Rashid said, though, that he re- basing their estimates on satellite

mained sanguine about an ultimate, photos of the battle zone, said Iran

and total, Iraqi victory. “Either we has put _about 30.000 troops into
will liberate Faw or we will all die Faw this month. That estimate was
as martyrs,” he said, as the boom of not_disputed by Rashid today. He
artillery fire aimed at Iran across claimed that the Tranians had been
the Shatt al Arab waterway to the utting “a division a night” across
east could be heard from outside t;?e bridge. A division normally to-
the sandbagged staff headquarters. tals about 10,000 men.

“The important thing is not how Rashid indicated that aside from
much land the enemy still holds or o Gifficylties of the waterlogge«
how far our forces are from Faw,” (o ain ang vagaries of weather,
Rashid said. “The most important o reason Faw would not be recap-
thing is that [ have already freed a tured as quickly as he had previous-
part of my lan’(.l and destroyed many ly hoped was that the Iragi Army
of the enemy. : was hoping to avoid storming the

In a similiar press conference oy entrenched Iranian positions
with other foreign journalists here ;i infantry. Iraq has sought to
Saturday, Rashid had predicted con- 100 its casualties throughout
fidently that Iraq would retake Faw the 5Y-year-old war against more
in “a few days” and that his forces populous Iran,
were already within two or three Rashid’s column is inching down
miles of the extensively rubbled o peninsula’s recently built cen-
town that before the war began in | | military road. Another column

1980 was Iraq’s main oil shipping  pa heen all but stopped along the
terminal.
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main Basra-Faw road that parallels
the Shatt al Arab and is in range of
Iranian artillery all the way.

A third column has been moving
with some apparent success along a
western dirt. road from the Iraq;
naval base at Umm Qasr on the
Khor Abdallah waterway, across
from Kuwait.

Rashid, considered one of the
most effective [raqi commanders,
said that once Iraq’s superior fire-
power—in artillery and air sup-
port—crushes the [rantans’ posi-
tions north of Faw and cuts their
supply line, “they will have to sur-
render,” without Iraqi troops having
to engage them in hand-to-hand
fighting.

That is a notion not shared by
western military observers, who
say that the past fanaticism of
lran’s Revolutionary Guards and
soldiers indicates that they fight
until death rather than surrender or
run, because of their religious be-
liefs that if they fall in battle for
God, they are guaranteed entry into
paradise,

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/11 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000403160002-9




